
We are so excited for your interest in learning about Stephen Mather, the
National Park Service and becoming a Stephen Mather Junior Park Ranger. Pick
up your pencil and get ready to have fun and learn about our national parks
and how you can do your part to ensure that these special places are around
forever. You can continue to earn additional rewards by participating in other
Junior Ranger activities sponsored by The Mather Homestead.

How to become a Stephen Mather Junior Park Ranger:

Stephen Mather 
Junior Ranger Program  

 

Attend an information session at the Mather Homestead

Complete the Stephen Mather Junior Ranger Workbook

Visit a National Park designation or local park or beach, take

photos, complete your Park Adventure Journal and share it

with family and friends

Attend Stephen Mather Junior Ranger Ceremony and receive

your ranger hat and badge

Celebrate and share your knowledge with family and friends

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 



Stephen Mather Junior
Ranger Workbook

Directions: Please complete this work book as you follow
along with the presentation. 

1.  Why are National Parks Important? 
 True or False (circle)

We need to protect the wilderness because plants filter carbon
dioxide and provide oxygen, animals contribute to the balance of
the ecosystem and natural settings provide scenery and recreation
like hiking, climbing and swimming.

2. What was the name of the Act  in 1864 under President
Abraham Lincoln that stated that the “premises shall be held for
public use, resort and recreation.” 

3. What was the name of the first national park that was
authorized by President Ulysses Grant in 1872?

4. The Antiquities Act authorized the President to (circle all that
apply):
a. Proclaim national monuments on federal lands that contain
historic landmarks and  historic and prehistoric structures
b. Reserve the “area” with proper care and managements to
protect these objects
c. Protect federal lands and resources  

 5. What President created the National Park Service? 
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6.  Who was the first Director of the National Park Service?

8. Name three (3) types of National Park Designations:  

10. How many National Parks are there today?

 9. What criteria designates a park as a National Park?  (circle all that
apply)

7. As a result of Stephen Mather's role as Director  of the National Park
Service (circle all that apply):
a. He doubled the US park areas
b. He established criteria for adding new parks
c. He published the National Parks
d. He set-up a system of Park Rangers to protect parks and
educate visitors
e. More than 60 parks have bronze plaques to recognize his work
with preserving parkland and scenic resources and natural areas for
the public good

 

 

 

1.

2.

3.

a. Designated by Congress or by the Secretary of the Interior
b. Possess nationally significant natural, cultural or recreational
resources
c. Be a suitable and feasible addition to the National Park System
d. Requires NPS management instead of protection by another
government agency or private sector
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DIrections: Use the map to answer questions about the National
Parks. 
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11.  What state has the most National Parks?

15. What State is Arches National Park located in? 

19. The newest National Park is New River Gorge National Park. What
state is it located in? 

 16. What State is Yellowstone National Park located in?

14.  The 2nd most visited National Park is Grand Canyon National Park. In
what state is it located?

DIrections: Use the map provided to answer questions about
the National Parks. 

12.  Name 3 states that have no National Parks?

13.  More than 12 million people visit Great Smoky Mountains National
Park each year. In what state is this park located?

 17. In which National Parks might you find a volcano?

 18. Rocky Mountain National Park is the third most popular park. What
state is it located in? 

20. Name a National Park that spans multiple states.
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29.  If you could travel to any National Park, which one would it be and
why?

23. What National Park is the farthest North?

 24. What National Park is the farthest West?

22.  Which National Parks are located in US Territories?

DIrections: Use the map provided to answer questions about
the National Parks. 

21.  Name a state with just one (1) National Park.

 25. How many National Parks are in the Southeast Region (Alabama,
Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia)?

 27. How many National Parks are in the MIdwest Region (Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota and Wisconsin)? 

28. How many National Parks are in the West (Alaska, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington
and Wyoming)?

 26. How many National Parks are in the Southwest Region (Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma)?
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BE A HABITAT HERO
Stick to paths when walking or running
Make a garden wild-life friendly by setting aside space for nature
Build a bee hotel or insect hotel
Create a pond 
Plant a wild flower garden
Make a bird house
Sponsor an endangered animal
Use environmentally friendly products
Create a compost bin
Build a rainwater collection system
Plant trees and shrubs for wild life habitat
Adopt a garden and plant throughout the year

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
Use reusable cloths instead of paper towels to clean up
Donate unused clothing to charity instead of throwing away
Use reusable water bottles
Use reusable bags to shops
Dispose of trash responsibly
Organize town clean-up day
Take a hike and bring a trash bag

BE A GREEN EATER
Talk to your family and friends about trying some vegetarian meals
Talk to your family about buying seafood that has been sustainably
fished
Educate your family and friends about natural ecosystems and how
we need to try to live sustainably 

KEEP AND EYE ON WHAT YOU USE
Unplug appliances unnecessarily left on that are not in use that use
lots of electricity
Hang things outside to dry
Encourage walking or biking with family to get around instead of
cars if bike lanes are available or sidewalks

BE A PLANET ADVOCATE
Share your knowledge with others 
Work together to make change happen

Use this list and circle at least three items that you feel you could do or
are already doing with your family and friends.
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j.
k.
l.

2.
a.
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3.
a.
b.
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4.
a.

b.
c.

5.
a.
b.


