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August 4, 2022 

 

Dear MH neighbors,  

I hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer near Darien’s beautiful “four 
corners.”  Our property was alive with children in June & July. Perhaps you passed 
by and noticed “lunch bunch” with the interns, Pink Rhubarb workshops, Jumpin’ 
Jams music classes, or our young readers enjoying a book club discussion.  We 
have since slowed down and expect a very quiet August.  We hope for a few 
visitors through our participation in the “CT Summer at the Museum” which 
supports free tours and caregivers, but otherwise we have no programs planned.   

In September, we will return with an exciting schedule of events including a lecture 
by Dayton Duncan on Stephen Mather and the National Parks (9/11), our third 
annual Barnraiser which will feature nationally acclaimed singer/songwriter Griffin 
House (10/1), and our Fall Harvest Festival (10/22).  We will also open an exhibit 
which will chronicle the life and legacy of Stephen Tyng Mather, first director of 
the National Park Service.  You can see a full list of our events at 
matherhomestead.org/calendar-of-events.   

We have a few rentals of the property taking place this fall, but we have declined 
many recent requests in consideration of our neighbors. We have a working 
committee of board members, including neighbors, who are working to determine 
the criteria by which we evaluate rentals of the property to ensure minimal 
disruption. We have heard your concerns loud and clear – noise, cars/parking, 
tents, wildlife – and strive to be good neighbors.   

We continue to feel challenged by our P&Z restrictions to offer the full array of 
programming that we would like to offer the public including educational events 
and, of course, fundraisers. I’m sure you can all appreciate from your experiences 
at your own homes that maintaining a home and property, especially an almost 
250 year-old home on seven acres, is expensive!  We are very optimistic that the 
Mather Homestead can move forward in a way that is beneficial to both our 
neighborhood and the larger community.  We appreciate your patience as we 
work through our plans for the future.   

Sincerely yours,  

 
Heather Raker 
Executive Director



 


