Date: 26 October 2023

To: Heather Raker, Diane Boston, Penny Rashin, Sarah Nickerson, Anna Janis, Ginger Morgan, MHF
From: Patricia O’'Donnell, Peter Viteretto, Collin Sitz, Emma Bruce, Heritage Landscapes LLC
Re: Mather Homestead CLR Progress Update

Project: Mather Homestead Cultural Landscape Report (MHF CLR)

Heritage Landscapes is continuing to advance the Mather Homestead Cultural Landscape Report. We
provide for your review a draft history chapter and an existing plan set showing the 2023 Mather
Homestead landscape at two scales. We have placed the Word and PDF chapter files and the plansin a
secure transfer via Box. An invitation link has been sent to your email addresses.

The first section of Chapter 2 situates the Homestead in the contextual history of southwest Connecticut,
with a timeline spanning from pre-contact Indigenous history to the twentieth century development of
Darien. The next section begins with the Mather family’s early days in Darien, then examines the
evolution of the Homestead in subsections organized by generational transfers of ownership. Separate
sections are devoted to the landscape history of the Homestead during Stephen T. Mather and Bertha
Mather McPherson’s years. This discussion extends from the establishment of the Homestead in 1778 to
its transfer to the Mather Homestead Foundation in 2017. This illustrated chapter comprises some 73
pages in total, with more than 60 figures. In building this narrative, HL reviewed all materials provided by
the Mather Homestead Foundation and mined other sources for additional documentation.

The HL team is making progress on other pieces of the MHF CLR. Tasks currently underway include:
B Studying historic aerials and imagery to finalize a period plan
B Building a recent history timeline and a written narrative of the existing 2023 MH landscape
B Assessing comparative analysis of historic and recent images
B Conceptualizing a preliminary framework for treatment

Review periods typically range from two to four weeks. Let us know what timing will work for the MHF
team. HL has conducted an in-office editing process to facilitate your review of the content. Your
comments and questions will guide refinements of the document and help to fill any gaps. A Word file is
provided to allow you to make in-document edits with track changes enabled. On behalf of the Heritage
Landscapes team, thank you for your attention to this submittal and we look forward to hearing from you.
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