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The Mather Homestead is located in three towns: New Canaan,

Darien, and Norwalk, Connecticut. The house has never been

out of the family since it was built in 1778 by my great,

great, great grandfather. My brother, sister and I are the

sixth generation to live in the house and the eleventh gen-

eration in New England.
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... ..The Mather: Homestead was erected in 1778 by Deacon Joseph
Mather at the age of twenty-five, one year after his marriage
4o Sarah,Scott of Ridgefield, Connecticut, on land inherited
from his mother, - The: house is modeled after.the usual style
of New England: architecture . of. the: second half of the eight-
eenth century. - It was built quite & distance from the old
King's Highway and Long ILsland Sound with the hope that it
would: not- be:molested by raiders. during the Revolutionary

War. However,. this did not,prove to protect it.

Since the house was back a mile from any public road,
many of the neighbors would: bringi their silverware and other

wvaluables: to.the Mather. house: for:safekeeping.. . By some:means

the Tories, or-loyalists,.as.they were often called, found
out this fact, and in.the spring of 1781 a large party of

them came over from Long Island and raided the house. Point-
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ing their bayonets at Mrs. Mather they demanded to know the
# i raoaioesr b aierp

. ’ R Lo, (ST I AP
whereabouts of the silver.

She was forced to show them the
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spot, and after they had taken possession of it and all else
they wanted, they compelled her to get supper for the whole
group. They then ordered Deacon Joseph to accompany them

to Long Island Sound so he could not give the alarm to the

commun1ty unt11 they were a safe distance away.

... Deacon Joseph Mather was an esteemed and influential
citizen of ‘the town of Darien and he wielded much importance
in town affairs. Like his father, ‘Reverend Doctor Moses
Mather; he suffered greatly at the hands of the Tories.
Moses Mather, the first €ongregational minister in Darien,
was standing in<his pulpition a Sunday morning in July of

1781 when a band of forty Tories surrounded the church and
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set guards at each door and window, Upon entering the church
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they seized Moses and all the boys and men they could find
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and carrled them away to Long Island.
AT . Y monze eb owies Dime ol

- . .The :Reverend Doctor Moses Mather: was the first to light
a fire in:the. Mather Homestead.. Taking a solar glass from
his pocket, he ignited the:tobacco in his box and from that
kindlodutheLfireyslgyingwaaih¢~didvso;fﬂTh; first fire in

the new house . came from. Heavens . . ;. ao. o
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Upon the death of Deacon Joseph the house was left to
Pl dw b ke Peni e, o Fress owritisor owms e v i

his widow for the remainder of her life, and then to his two
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maiden daughters, Rana and Phoebe. A widowed sister, Betsy

Lockwood, also lived with them and in 1886 Ann Elizabeth

Lockwood, daughter of Betsy, was bequeathed the house.

Ann sodd the house and its twelve acres for one thousand
A

dollars to her first cousin, Joseph Wakeman Mather, a direct
descendant of Deason Joseph Mather, the builder of the house.
He made various changes and improvements, building, in 1891,

a new barn one hundred and twenty feet west of the house.

The barn burned down in 1905. The excitement of the fire

was supposed to have hastened the death of Joseph, then eighty-

five, for he died shortly thereafter.

In his will Joseph W. Mather left The Homestead to his
only child and my grandfather, Stephen T. Mather of Chicago,
and to his niece, Bertha Mather, daughter of his brother
Henry. The house at this time had twenty-two acres and was
valued at one thousand three hundred dollars. Stephen Mather
bought his cousin's interest and immediately began to make
changes in the house and grounds. He built a new barn far-
ther from the house, a small cottage for the gardener, a
sunken garden, and he added a front porch. Stephen and his
family.lived in The Homestead during ihe summer months until

his death in 1930. Stephen Tying Mather was born in San
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Frencisco in 1867 and graduated from the University of Cal-

ifornia at the age of nineteen. After working briefly on
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the New York Sun, he went back to €ali Lia and began work-—

ing for the Pacific Coast Borax Company. It was he who ori
ginated the famous trade-mark "Twenty Mule Team Borax". He
later became Undersecretary of the Interior and the founder

and first director of the National Park Service.

In 1930 my mother, Bertha Mather, inherited The Home-
stead, and in 1932 married Edward Reynolds McPherson. They

have three children, Anne Floy, Stephen Mather, and Jane
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Mather.

The house is properly modeled after the usual style of
New England architecﬁure, with a central chimney, two stories,
a basement, and an attic. It has the usual symmetrical fa-
cade with four windows on the first floor and five on the
second. Two large wings have been added to the house, but
are well subordinéte& so that the original part of the house

retains its complete identity.

The two front rooms (south) on the first floor are now
the parlor and dining room. They have original corner cup-—
boards (see picture no. 1) and original panelling. The

cupboard in the dining room contains "Wedding Ring" china
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